
 

Design your own gold coins
that :art: wonh different

amounts or money. The only
rule is th:at the measurements
mwt be precise - bcc:ausc gold
is expensive and, if lob of me
coins:are 00 be minted, they

need to contain the am
quantiry of gold.

Pupils can find the up-tO­
the-minute pri<% ofgold per­
gt2IIl :at www.Ibm:a..org.ukI
statistia_cwrent.btm, or the
tcachu~ chcdr. that
morning."1t could be
inte«:Sting to talk about why
the price vzrics whereas other
relevant faaors. such as the
densiry (19.3 glan3),:m

fix<d.
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l ~Ji!;':1¥iiJ;;iPJl! Questions learners might
. discuss could include:

1. What denominations :m

possibleldesir:able?
2. How thick should coins be?

3. Wh:at sh:ape is best?
4. Why :mn't coins made out

of gold any morc?
Able pupils might design

coins consisting of two

different components (cg, gold
:and silva), like the UK £2
coin, or coins with hok:s in the
middle. Making a coin in the

sh:apc: of the UK SOp pica: is a
signiflCll\t dalknge for a .
GCSE pupil with a knowledge
of trigonometry:and soc::torS of
circla.

Colin Fostet teaches
mathenutics at King Henry
VlII Sdiool in Coventry

Win £501 Let your
brllllant Ideas sparkle
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£ teaching secrets

£
with me, Dilys

Davison, and
I'll pay you

£50. Just send
me 150 words (plus details of
a useful book or website)
iodudlng your lesson's
subject, tbe age group it's for
and your name and scbooL
11I1s must be your oril6naJ
Idea. Contact. me at
~~




